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YOUõRE  INVITED! 

FALL MEETING  2016 
Hosted by the Lompoc Valley Iris Society 

OCTOBER  14-15 

LOMPOC, CALIFORNIA  
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 Letter from the Editor 

    ñThere is a peculiar charm about the Iris that     

appeals irresistibly to those whose taste for the    

refined and delicately beautiful leads them to seek a 

close acquaintance with it.  (To) him who stops to 

gaze into the depths of the Iris flower, and comes 

under the magic spell, a new world is opened.  For 

an iris is a floral world in itself;  and an Iris enthusiast 

may have full scope for his wildest fancieséò                 

Betrand Farr catalog, 1st edition 1908 
 

      It is almost autumn and my iris garden lies dormant.  The garden, which 
is glorious in springtime, is pitiful in the summer heat.  Several clumps of 
Lantana and red sage, a stand of sunflowers, and the towering Buddleia 
give color to the summer garden and keep the hummingbirds and finches 
occupied.  Just donôt venture over to the irises whose leaf blades look like 
hay (yes, dry leaves are pulled often and blanched ends cut off as needed) 
after a heat wave.  Come winter with its nourishing rains and cooler      
temperatures, the garden perks up and gets ready for its spring show.  It is 
always a surprise to see what survives as I seem to lose a few irises every 
summer.  Each year, however, I could reliably count on óCrimson 
Kingô (Barr 1893) to herald springtime.  The fragrant purple blooms take me 
back to Presby Memorial Iris Gardens with its bed after bed of historic    
irises.  Did you know that each year less historic irises are available to 
commerce?  The Historic Iris Preservation Society and Prescott Area Iris 
Society have programs to keep these beautiful irises around for everyone 
to enjoy in more years to come (pages 15-16).  Claire Schneider has a   
related article on page 14, while Claudia Anderson shares wonderful    
photos of her collection, page 17. 
     This issue highlights Aprilôs Garden Tours, with the Region 15 Officersô 
reports beginning on page 5.  Debbie James recounts SFVISôs successful 
hosting of the trek, page 10.  Photos of the Spring Trek 2016 are    
throughout the issue. 
     Donôt forget to attend the regionôs Fall Meeting in Lompoc, CA.           
Information and registration form are on pages 12-13. Emil and Catherine 
Burgard of Templeton, CA are the guest speakers.  They are young       
hybridizers and are looking forward to showing their lovely  seedlings to us. 
     All of the affiliates have been busy these past months.  SFVIS has a 
new set of officers.  Andi Rivarola is the recently elected president.  See 
his report and other affiliate presidentsô reports starting on page 18.      
Minutes of the Board Meeting are on page 28.  Dennis Luebkin gives     
updates on his clubôs projects, pages 29-30.  Turn to   pages 32-33, the 
Region 15 Calendar, to know whatôs in store for the rest of the year. 
     I am hoping that it cools down soon.  I have several rhizomes to plant 
(and transplant).  And like the others before me who have come under the 
magic spell of the irises of their time I, too, am smitten and look forward to 
adding historic irises to my collection. 
See you at the gardens, 

Beth Balaney-Train, Editor 
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AIS Region 15  

Local Chapter Presidents  

 

Hi Desert Iris & Daylily Society 

  Marilyn Kiger 

  mwkiger@msn.com 

  HDIDS Facebook 

Inland Region Iris Society 

   Cathy Coache 

   cathycoachemueck@gmail.com 

   IRIS Facebook 

Lompoc Valley Iris Society 

   Ben Schleuning 

   bennme2000@gmail.com 

   LVIS Facebook 

Orange County Iris & Daylily Club 

   Lois Farr 

   loismalulani@pacbell.net 

Prescott Area Iris Society 

   Dennis Luebkin 

   dluebkin@q.com 

   PAIS website and Facebook 

San Diego Iris Society 

   Claire Schneider 

    itsaclearday.claire@gmail.com 

   SDIS website 

San Fernando Valley Iris Society 

   Andi Rivarola 

   andinsky@gmail.com 

   SFVIS website and Facebook 

Southern California Iris Society 

   Mike Monninger 

   regomdm@yahoo.com 

   SCIS Facebook 

Sun Country Iris Society 

   Kyria Peavy 

   SCIS.phoenix@gmail.com 

   SCIS website 

Tucson Area Iris Society 

   E. Kristee West 

   irisgrowinaz@gmail.com 

   TAIS website and Facebook 
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   Event                    Trek Host                       Location 

 
2016 Fall Meeting       Lompoc Valley Iris Society               Lompoc, CA 
                                      October 14-15, 2016 
2017 Spring Trek        Hi Desert Iris & Daylily Society       Lancaster, CA  
                                      April 21-22, 2017 
2017 Fall Meeting       Southern California Iris Society 
2018 Spring Trek        Sun Country Iris Society                  Phoenix, AZ 
2018 Fall Meeting       San Diego Iris Society 
2019 Spring Trek        NO SPRING TREK  due to 
                                      AIS NATIONAL CONVENTION  
                                      in REGION 14 
2019 Fall Meeting       Inland Region Iris Society 

 
 

Get more info about upcoming Region 15 Treks 

from our website 
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American Iris Society 

Region 15 

Elected Officers  

 

Region 15 Vice President (RVP) 

Debbie Babuscio-James 

6634 Gaviota Street 

Lake Balboa, CA  91406 

(818)922-9153 

region15rvp@gmail.com 

 

Assistant RVP and Judges Chair 

Sue Brown 

40756 15th Street West 

Palmdale, CA  93557 

(661)947-8659 

irisfor15w@gmail.com 

 

Region 15 Treasurer 

Carol Huffman 

3105 Avenida del Sol 

Atascadero, CA  93422 

cahuffy@gmail.com 

 

Region 15 Secretary 

Marge Larson 

265 Merry Go Round Rock Road 

Sedona, AZ  86351 

marlarson@outlook.com 

 

Committee Chairs  

Awards:  Claire Schneider and                                  
Janis Shackelford  
itsaclearday.claire@gmail.com                                 
jgshackelford@cox.net 

Editor:  Beth Balaney-Train       
aisregion15editor@gmail.com 

Historian:  open 

Membership:  Patrick Orr 
irisdude@msn.com 

Nominating Committee:           
Claire Schneider 
itsaclearday.claire@gmail.com 

Ways and Means Committee:  open 

Youth Program:  Cheryl Deaton  
region15kids@hotmail.com 
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        AIS Region 15 RVP Message                                 

             By Debbie Babuscio-James, Region 15 RVP 

       

      Since the last newsletter,  we had the 2016 Region 15 Spring Trek in Burbank, CA                             

hosted by the San Fernando Valley Iris Society and the AIS National Convention in  

Newark, NJ, both of which I attended.  The Spring Trek was really nice as we had a  

comfortable bus, delicious lunch, great judges trainings and of course the irises.  They were in full bloom in 

every garden not to mention the companion plantings found in each of the gardens we visited.   

      Since I have never been to New Jersey, I wanted to make the most of the time I was there.  I researched 

nearby places, distance and how to get there and back on a subway train.  My first experience was when you 

get below ground, your sense of direction is left on the street.  Itôs amazing how much I rely on the sun for 

navigation.  Strolling through Central Park was wonderful, the Bronx Zoo was even better and the             

Metropolitan Museum of Art was the best.  I really do like zoos and I have visited one on almost every       

convention Iôve been to. 

      I also experienced the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island tours and visited the 9/11 Memorial and Museum.  

I had the best roommate, thank you Natalie.  I met some new friends and reacquainted with a few old friends.  

Together we had some interesting and very enjoyable conversations and I look forward to continuing those 

conversations at the next AIS National Convention.   

      The Region 15 Basket we constructed and donated to the AIS Silent Auction brought in $175.00.  I want 

to thank every club in Region 15 for donating and making it a huge profit for AIS. The baskets with the most 

individual items in them seemed to bring in the most and highest bids.  I would like to ask each club to do the 

same thing next year.  If we start thinking and planning about it now, it might be bigger and better than this 

yearôs, which might be hard to do.   

      I look forward to seeing many of you at the fall meeting in Lompoc on October 14th and 15th.  Until then, 

Happy Gardening.  

Debbie James 
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