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8:30am     Board Meeting  
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10:30am   Speaker  

12:00         Lunch  

1:00pm      Judges Training (Rebloomers) 
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Huntington Grounds and Museums  
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Speaker: Riley Probst, AIS Emeritus Judge and Shirley Trio-
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http://www.huntington.org/


 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE  

RVP Message by: Winona Stevenson     Page 2 

Membership Update       Page 2 

Judges Training        Page 3 

Youth Report by: Cheryl Deaton     Page 3 

Treasure Report       Page 4 

9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ bƻǘŜ         Page 4 

Article: The Pink Amoena by Claire Schneider    Page 5-7 

Society Messages 

Hi Desert Iris & Daylily Society    Page 8 
 Inland Region Iris Society     Page 9 
 Lompoc Valley Iris Society     Page 9 
 Orange County Iris & Daylily Society    Page10 
 Prescott Area Iris Society     Page 11 
 San Diego Iris Society      Page 10 
 San Fernando Valley Iris Society     Page 15 
 Southern California Iris Society    Page n/a 
 Sun County Iris Society      Page 17 
 Tucson Area Iris Society     Page n/a 
 

Region 15 Elected Officers       Page 12 

Trek Wheel         Page 12 

Photos from Region 15 Spring Trek     Page 13-14 

Minutes         Page 18-21 

Awards Recap: by Jane Troutman     Page 22 

AIS Region 15 Commercial Gardens      Page 23 

Request for Pete DeSantis Iris     Page 23 

Article:  An Infatuation w/ Yellow Iris by Debbie James   Page 24 

Advertisement        Page 25 

Marketplace        Inside Back Cover 

 

 

1 



AIS Region 15 RVP Message 
                by Winona Stevenson ~, Region 15 R.VP  

 

I hope your bloom this year was an abundant one. Mine was early as was the National Convention so I missed 

some of mine. Next year will mean a lot more pictures will need to be taken.  

 

Now's the time we're all digging to donate our extras to clubs for sales. Be sure to label 

them properly, It's so disappointing to buy something you want and it's not that when 

it blooms. I hope all of your sales will be profitable; and, this is one of the ways we can 

keep our clubs afloat and at the same time, interest more people in growing the flower 

we all love.  

 

After serving on your Region 15 Board for six years, I will be cycled out as RVP at the 

end of Sept. This past year has been one of changes for me--the biggest change is in 

closing my garden. After 20 years, I've decided I really don't want to work so hard.  

 

You will soon have a new Board of Directors incoming for the next three years. Please welcome them and step 

out of your comfort zone and volunteer to help in a position that needs to be filled. One major position is that 

of Newsletter editor.  

Presidents and Committee chairmen - If your report did not make it to this interim newsletter, please be sure 

to bring it with you to the fall meeting.  

 

It's been a pleasure serving the Region and I look forward the next three years.  

 

 

Membership. Update  
By:Patrick Orr, Arizona 

Our membership stands at 290 as of March 2013. Since then we have lost several members 

and an affiliate: Verde Valley has voted to disband due to low membership. Sadly, our 

Region 15 Historian and immediate past president of Verde Valley passed away earlier this 

year. VAIS depended on her for many things.  

There have been several deaths in our Region and our condolences go to the 

families of these members. Our membership is aging and the youngsters are so involved 

in the electronic gadget age that they are just not much interested in "growing flowers." 

Nevertheless, we need to keep up our efforts to draw new members into our iris world.  

Any ideas? 
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Judges Training 
by Debbie James, Asst. R.VP & Judges Training Chair 

Hello Region 15, I hope you all had a beautiful Iris Bloom Season and that you had the 

opportunity ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ǎǇǊƛƴƎΦ ²ŀƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ L ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΚ aŀȅōŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 

because I hope you all really did have a great iris bloom season and that you had the 

opportunity to view several iris gardens in bloom.  We have a few more students in the JT 

program, but we also lost a few judges this past year.  With that said Region 15 still needs more 

Judges. If you have been thinking of becoming a Judge, now is the time.  

To become an AIS Judge all you have to do is complete the JT application and attend the Judges 

Training (JT) held at your local club or another club close by. Please email me at 

dbabski1962@yahoo.com to request an application. You can even email the completed form to me to save postage. 

I also want to thank all the current Region 15 judges for completing and returning in a very timely manner the Judges Activity 

Report I send out in mid-WǳƴŜΦ  L ŀƳ ǘƘŀƴƪŦǳƭ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭƭ ƳŀŘŜ Ƴȅ Ƨƻō ǎƻ Ŝŀǎȅ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƛǘ ǿƻǊƪΦ  /ƻƳǇǳǘŜǊǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 

do make life easier, quicker and simple.  I email the JT activity reports to several judges this year and I received many of them 

back via email.  

Happy Gardening  
 

 

 

REGION 15 YOUTH REPORT 

By: Cheryl Deaton 

 

We seem to be stuck on the number 4 for our youth members, but I am hopeful that we will have 2 or even 3 

CIPs starting in the fall.  Logan and Makayla are enjoying their short summer vacation.  School starts for them in 

mid-!ǳƎǳǎǘΦ  aŀƪŀȅƭŀ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ΨƳƛŘŘƭŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩ ŀƴŘ [ƻƎŀƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 6th ƎǊŀŘŜΦ  !ƴ ƛǊƛǎ ƛƴ aŀƪŀȅƭŀΩǎ 

ƎŀǊŘŜƴΣ DƭƛǘǘŜǊ DǳƭŎƘΣ ǿŀǎ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎǳƭŀǊ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ wŜƎƛƻƴ мр {ǇǊƛƴƎ ¢ǊŜƪΦ  L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƘŜŀǊŘ 

anything from our other 2 youth members, Kelsey and Victoria, but I know they will be busy in their garden in 

the next few weeks because the Iris Society of Dallas will be sending free irises from the Convention gardens to 

all the youth members in AIS.   

SoCal Iris Society is sponsoring a school beautification program that we hope will become a CIP in the fall when 

the kids go back to school.  Prescott Area Iris Society is hoping to sign up a Boy Scout Troop and a Girl Scout 

Troop very soon. Now that there is an AIS Youth Patch program, the opportunity to recruit youth groups is there.  

[ŜǘΩǎ ƎŜǘ ƳƻǊŜ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ in irises!   
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REGION 15 TREASURER'S SYNOPSIS 

SUMMER 2014 

by Cheryl Deaton, Region 15 Treasurer 

BEGINNING CHECKBOOK BALANCE as of July 1, 2014 $23,170.18  

(includes $8207.22 of the RVP travel account) 

 

INCOME       $     236.50 

EXPENSES       $  3,416.10 

ENDING CHECKBOOK BALANCE    $19,990.58 

EDWARD JONES ACCOUNT     $12,763.32 

TOTAL REGION 15 ASSETS     $32,753.90 

 

Editors Note 

By: Debbie James 
 

Most of you know might not know that there is currently no Editor for the Region, so 

L ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ Ŧƛƭƭ ƛƴ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ƛǎǎǳŜΦ  LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ŀƴ 9ŘƛǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ Ƨƻō L ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ 

the time for.  Besides between being a Club President, the incoming RVP for Region 

15, the current RVP and Judges Training Chair for Region 15, Treasurer for the Spuria 

Iris Society and working a full time job while trying to start a new Landscaping business 

L ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǎǇŀǊŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ  

So this is what I am proposing we all do.  What if each club within the Region sign up 

to produce an issue.  There are only two issues a year and if each club took turns we 

would all have a turn at it.   

Another idea would be for each club President to solicit to their club for a new Region 

15 Editor  

I have had fun picking out the pictures I have received from Janis Shackelford, Claire Schneider and Jill Bonino to 

ōŜ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΦ  L ŀƭǎƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŦŜǿ Ŏƭǳōǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƻƳƛǘǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ 

inserted in their place.   

The AIS has recently announced the 2014 Dykes Medal winner, congratulations to Mr. Charles Brunnell on his 

a¢. ά5L±L5LbD [Lb9έΦ   

4 



 

The Perfect Pink Amoena 
By Claire Schneider 

 

On May 18, at a special meeting of the San Diego Iris Society, Barry Blyth began his presentation with the title 

slide, άhƘ ǘƻ ōŜ нр ŀƎŀƛƴΦέ  .ȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ L ǿŀǎ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƛǘƭŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴΣ άLƴ 

ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ Ǉƛƴƪ ŀƳƻŜƴŀ ŀƴŘ ōŜȅƻƴŘΦέ 

 

 

Barry has been hybridizing iris for more than fifty years.  His latest challenge has been to create the perfect pink 

amoena.  When askeŘΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ Ǉƛƴƪ ŀƳƻŜƴŀΚέ ƘŜ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΣ ά¢ƘŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ Ǉƛƴƪ ŀƳƻŜƴŀ όƘƛǎ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƻƴ 

ΨǇŜǊŦŜŎǘΩύ Ƙŀǎ ǇǳǊŜ ǿƘƛǘŜΣ ǎƻƭƛŘ ǿƘƛǘŜΣ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǾŜǊȅ ǿƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǊǳŦŦƭŜŘ Ǉƛƴƪ ŦŀƭƭǎΦέ  Iƛǎ 

pursuit of the perfect pink amoena began decades ago with Sunset Snows and Adoree and over the years Barry 

has made thousands of this and that pod-pollen crosses.  He has kept careful records of all the resulting hybrids 

and to prove the point, he unrolled a ten foot long pedigree chart that showed the progression of his breeding 

program towards that perfect pink amoena.  Amazing! 
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Barry and his team of workers plant between ten and fifteen thousand seedlings every year.  When asked what 

he looks for in the year-old seedlings, Barry recited a list of characteristics that will keep a seedling in the field 

ŀƴŘ ǎŜƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŜŦƛŎƛŜƴŎƛŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀǎƘ ƘŜŀǇΦ  hƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻǿŜǊ ƘŜ ƭƛƪŜǎ άǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƪƛƳōƻέ ŀƴŘ 

the falls to be large and overlapping with lots of ruffles.  Also, it is important that the bloom stalk not fall over 

into the mud.  He said it takes three to five years to decide if a particular seedling is worthy of being registered. 

What else does he look for besides pink amoena?  Colorful veins in the falls or an infusion of color into the 

ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜƴΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǿǊȅ ƎǊƛƴΣ ƘŜ ŀŘŘŜŘΣ άhŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ƛŦ L ƎǊŜǿ ǿƘŀǘ L ƭƛƪŜŘΣ L ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ƘŜǊŜΣ ǊƛƎƘǘΚ  L ƘŀǾŜ 

ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ŀƴŘ ƘȅōǊƛŘƛȊŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōǳȅΦέ  bƻ doubt his philosophy has worked.  Open his catalog of iris and 

ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŀƎŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǇŀƎŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƛǊƛǎ ŀǊŜ ƎƻǊƎŜƻǳǎ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǿƻǊŘǎΦ  .ȅ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΣ .ŀǊǊȅ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŜȄŀŎǘ 

ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΤ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛǊƛǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŎŀǘŀƭƻƎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴΣ άǘƻƻ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ōǊƛŜŦ ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜΦέ  hƘΣ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ 

the problem of creating iris too stunning to describe!  

 
        ANCIENT SECRETS              FRILL OF IT ALL  
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²ƘƛƭŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘŀȊȊƭŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƻǊŦǳƭ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ƛǊƛǎ ƘȅōǊƛŘǎΣ ǿŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ .ŀǊǊȅΩǎ Ǉƛƴƪ amoena, 

that perfect pink amoena that has consumed so much time and effort.  There was a pause in the program when 

we were looking at a photo of his latest generation of the perfect pink amoena. Then, almost wistfully, Barry 

mentioned that he might need to be thinking about a new challenge.  A hint perhaps, that his decades-long 

effort is nearly over and that he must be very close to releasing for sale that perfect pink amoena.  (WOWZA, 

ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘΗΗύ  !ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƎƻŀƭΚ  ¢ƘŜ Ǉƛƴƪ ŀƳƻŜƴŀ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎ ōƭǳŜ beard!  It sounded like Barry is already 

making pod-pollen crosses for this trait.  But it takes two to three years per generation to see the characteristics 

in the new hybrids.  Multiply that by many generations to achieve the perfect hybrid.  Then Barry ǎŀƛŘΣ  άhƘ ǘƻ 

ōŜ нр ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘΣέ ŀǎ ƛŦ ǘƛƳŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ƻǳǘΦ  ²ŜƭƭΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŜŀǊŘ 

Barry describe his routine of sitting in the barn, at sunrise, drinking hot tea and waiting impatiently for enough 

daylight so as to begin the daily check of flowers.  It sounded like this legend has lost none of his passion for iris. 

Barry said he made his first pod-ǇƻƭƭŜƴ ŎǊƻǎǎŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŜƛƎƘǘ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ŀǘ ŀƎŜ тнΣ ƘŜΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ 

working on it.  Can you imagine having a passion like that for so many years?  What a wonderful life it must be. 

 

Thank you, Barry Blyth, for all your beautiful flowers and especially for the perfect pink amoena. 

ǇΦǎΦ !ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ .ŀǊǊȅΩǎ ŎƻƭƻǊŦǳƭ ŎŀǘŀƭƻƎǎΚ  LǘΩǎ ŜŀǎȅΦ  ²ǊƛǘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƻƴ 

a piece of paper and wrap it around a ten dollar bill.  Mail it to Barry Blyth at Tempo Two Garden, P.O.  Box 1109, 

Pearcedale, Victoria, Australia 3912  Or you can download the catalog from the Internet.  However, the catalog 

ǇŘŦ ŦƛƭŜ ƛǎ ƳŀǎǎƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘΣ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǎ ƛǘ 

is in the paper catalog.     

Visit  www.tempotwo.com.au aƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ άŎŀǘŀƭƻƎΦέ 
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High Desert Iris & Daylily Society: 

By Dan Dourney, President 

 

President - Dan Dourney, Vice President - Pam Montelono, Secretary- Nancy Walker, Treasure - Ellen 

hΩ¢ƻƻƭŜ 

Meetings are usually held on the third Saturday o the month from 1-3 P.M. at Antelope Valley College-

Agriculture Building TE- at 3041 West Avenue K in Lancaster, Ca. 

July: WŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƻǳǊ ά{ŀƭŀŘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎǎŜǊǘ {ǇŜŎǘŀŎǳƭŀǊέΦ  tŀǘǘȅ ϧ wŜƴΩŜŜ /ŀǊƻ ŦǊƻƳ !ōǳƴŘŀƴǘ 9ŀǊǘƘ CŀǊƳǎ 

Lancaster Ca. 

August: We will have our give away. 

September: We will have our άwƘƛȊƻƳŜ wǳōƭŜ !ǳŎǘƛƻƴέΦ wƘƛȊƻƳŜ Rubles are earned  by club members 

doing  volunteer work at the club garden potting iris, at the Home Show that held at AV Fair Grounds 

in March , at our  clubs Show and Sales and other fundraiser. 

October: Dan Dourney will try and present a Judges training on Ethics 

November: We elect new officers  for 2015.  

December: We install our new officers for 2015 and have Christmas dinner and exchange gifts .Jill 

Bonino  will share pictures from the Tall Bearded Iris Society meeting held in Oregon ,May 2014 

 

You are All invited 
To the 

Prescott, AZ 2015 Fall Trek 

͂ǭɵɸɰ ǭɱɿʀ ǟɾɵɿ̓ 
Save the Date: 

 
Who:  Region 15 Iris Trekees  
 
What:  Region 15 Fall Trek in Historic Prescott, AZ 
 
When:  Oct. 10 & 11, 2015  
 
Where:  The Historic Hassayampa Inn.  
 
Why:   Kelly Norris will be the keynote speaker. 
 
How:  More details to follow. 
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Inland Region Iris Society 
By: Claudia Dean, Co-President 

Welcome to August! 
 
As a new co-president, I am looking forward to an exciting year. Claudia and I are working up a schedule to 
revitalize and return our rhizome table for purchasing each month by having members sign up to share some of 
their goodies. This helps us to thin our beds and to provide the club with a few extra dollars and the members 
with some "new" rhizomes. 
 
Dee Dee is working on some wonderful programs--the first of which will be our popular members-only-auction. 
Prizes this year will be the grossly expensive new 2014 introductions!! I can't wait to see what there is!! 
 
We are really excited to be having our annual auction and potluck.  The purpose of the iris auction is first, and 

foremost, to have some fun. The auction is not to make money for our club but rather to give club members a 

chance to purchase some newer rhizomes at less cost than it would be to order them from catalogs.  It is just 

one of the perks of being a member of our wonderful club.  We have tried to order rhizomes that everyone can 

afford to bid on with some opening bids starting at $25.00 for newer introductions and others for the small 

opening bids of $5.00.   Remember ς you must be a paid member to participate in the auction. 

Before August 5 you will be receiving a list of the rhizomes that will be auctioned off so that you can get a head 

start on making your choices. 

Even if you donΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ƻǊ ƴŜŜŘ ŀƴȅ ƴŜǿ ƛǊƛǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǘƭǳŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴΦ  !ƭǎƻΣ ȅƻǳ 

ǿƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ƴƛǎǎ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǿƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ǇǊƛȊŜǎ ƻŦ ¢ƻƳ .ǳǊǎŜŜƴΩǎ ƴŜǿ нлмп ƛǊƛǎ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ  

I hope to see you at this next meeting.  Stay cool, 

  
 

Lompoc Iris Society 
By: Ben Schleuning, President  
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Orange County Iris and Daylily Club  
By President Lois Farr 

  
"The Orange County Iris and Day Lily Club is enjoying one another's company more than ever.  Our 
monthly meetings are highlighted with great speakers, new info, and plenty of member exchange.  A 
favorite meeting highlighted our very own members - Day Lily 101 by Bobbie Hogancamp and Iris 101 
by Derry Gerald.  The member audience benefited from our dedicated and knowledgeable speakers.  
  
In August, The Iris Auction, will be a major highlight of the year.  Our regional shipment is on its way, 
even as I write.  Without a doubt, the anticipation is growing, and growing, and GROWING....  It's 
Christmas in August.  
  
In September we host the 2014 Fall Gathering at the Huntington Library.  Of course we are a bundle of 
excitement looking forward to this event. Our special guest Riley Probst, new President of the 
Reblooming Iris Society, Hybridizer of Fleur de Lis Gardens in Modesto, CA and Emeritus Judge.  He 
is mentioned several times in the most recent Irises - The Bulletin of the American Iris Society. will 
speak on the topic of Iris Rebloomers.  
 
In December, our Christmas Potluck/Gift Exchange will close the year, refocusing our thoughts toward 
spring and our precious new iris blossoms. 
  

 

 
 

San Diego Iris Society 
By: Claire Schneider, President 

 
Last May we had our AIS sanctioned Spring Iris Show and sale of potted iris in Balboa Park.  There was 
no question about which iris would win Queen of the Show.  Large, gorgeous and well proportioned, it 
was Conjuration (Byers 1988) grown by Monica Rodman.  And with it well staged by the entrance to 
the showroom, we could have sold one hundred and one pots of Conjuration that day.   
 
The highlight of our spring schedule was a special presentation by Barry Blyth on May 18th.  In front of 
a packed audience, Barry shared with us his life-ƭƻƴƎ ǇǳǊǎǳƛǘ ƻŦ ŎǳƭǘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ Ǉƛƴƪ ŀƳƻŜƴŀΦ  LǘΩǎ 
a tossup whether we were more fascinated by the photos of his colorful iris or by his meticulous record 
keeping.  Both were pretty amazing. 
 
At the June 8 meeting the 2014-2015 officers were elected: Claire Schneider as President, Katharina 
Notarianni as Vice President, Vicki Creamer as Secretary and Janis Shackelford as Treasurer.  
 
!ŦǘŜǊ ŀ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǊŜǎǇƛǘŜ όƴƻ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ Wǳƭȅ ŀƴŘ !ǳƎǳǎǘύΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǳǊ Cŀƭƭ wƘƛȊƻƳŜ ǎŀƭŜ in Balboa 
Park on September 14 & 21.  And a members-only auction of the Region 15 Guest Garden iris at our 
October 12th meeting. The plan is to have a guest speaker at the November 9 meeting and our annual 
Holiday Party Dec 14.   
 
 
 
 
 

10 



 
Prescott Area Iris Society 
By President Dennis Luebkin 

 
2014 has been an eventful, exciting and busy year for PAIS. Our society has remained very active in our five 
public service projects along with our events and fund raising activities which not only support the society but 
also support our community outreach programs in the Prescott Quad City Area. Our programs in the Prescott 
area strengthen our ties and partnership with other organizations and the community which allows PAIS to 
provide information on Iris horticulture and help in the beautification of our community.  These programs consist 
of the following: 

1. Yavapai College Sculpture Garden:  In the summer of 2014 we began renovating the gardens to remove 
non productive irises along with the addition of additional irises to the Dykes Medal Iris Garden Area. 

2. Sharlot Hall Museum Historic Iris Gardens: Our plantings in 2014 have expanded the historic iris 
preservation gardens. We have now completed planting portions of the west end of the Museum 
Campuses early settlement period exhibit and hope to be able to begin planting some of the Victorian 
Era houses  late in the Summer of 2014 or spring of 2015. 

3. Citizens Cemetery Restoration and Iris Reclamation Project: Our participation in this restoration project 
has continued this year with cleanup, thinning and replanting of iris at the grave sites, continuation of 
the iris identification, transplanting iris to the Sharlot Hall Museum, along with digging iris for sale to 
support the Cemeteries restoration work and our education program. 

4. Growing Irisarians Youth Education Program: Our PAIS youth membership has now risen to 4 youth 
members. During the months of August to November 2014 PAIS will continue its iris education programs 
in the Prescott areas schools. The program was popular last year. We were asked to help plant a 
memorial iris garden at one of the schools which we had lectured in. We have also been asked by both 
a Boy Scout and Girl Scout troop in Prescott to sponsor a program to involve both groups in our public 
outreach programs.  

5. Guest Lecture Series: We have presented a three part lecture series at Yavapai College for the OLLI 
continuing education group in May. We have also presented lectures to garden clubs and will be doing 
additional lecture presentations later this year. 

6. Garden Tour: ²Ŝ ƘŜƭŘ ŀ άGaze and Grazeέ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ǘƻǳǊ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ CƻǳǊ 
gardens were featured on the tour. It was a great success with peak bloom and great food. 

7. Kaleidoscope of Color: Our Kaleidoscope of Color Festival of Iris went very well. We had over 165 entries 
and our sale of potted iris was very successful. We had 450 people come through the exhibit and many 
went to see the peak bloom at the Sculpture Garden. 

8. Our schedule of events also included: 
Marking Party was held on July 19. 
Sharlot Hall Rhizome Sale was July 26 and 27 
Yarnell Rhizome sale was August 2 
Ice Cream Social, Silent Auction and Photo Contest September 20. 
Several planting and cleanup days were held at the Sculpture Garden, Sharlot Hall Museum, and the 
Citizens Cemetery. 

hǳǊ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ нлмр Cŀƭƭ ¢ǊŜƪ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ƛǘΩǎ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛǾŜΣ Ŧǳƴ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ 
Fall Trek in historic Prescott. See additional information in this publication for the Prescott 2015 Fall Trek event. 
Our current membership now stands 67 as of July 15, 2014. In November all positions on the PAIS Governing 
Board are up for election. All except two current members have served on the Board for two years which is the 
maximum time allowed and therefore all positƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƻǇŜƴŜŘΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ L ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƭƛƴǉǳƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ 
next year I will remain on the PAIS Board filling our Past Presidents position as an advisor for 2015. I would like 
to thank the Region 15 Board for it support of our effort during my tenure as President of PAIS. 
 
Best Regards to All 
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Region 15 Elected Officers 
 

Region 15 Vice President (RVP)    Assistant RVP & Judge's Chair 
Winona Stevenson      Debbie James 
8280 Entrada Blvd.      6634 Gaviota Street  
Lake Isabella, CA 93240     Lake Balboa, CA 91406  
(760) 378-3841      (818) 922-9153 
lakesideiris@aol.com     dbabski1962@yahoo.com 

 

 
Region 15 Treasurer     Region 15 Secretary 

Cheryl Deaton      Janis Shackelford 

27218 Walnut Springs    9716 Red Pony Lane  

Canyon Country, CA 91351    El Cajon, CA 92021 

(661) 252-6771     (619) 561-6323 

Region15kids@hotmail.com    jgshackelford@cox.net 

 
 
 
 

TREK WHEEL  
 
2014 Fall Trek   Orange County Iris & Daylily Club   Huntington Library 
 
2015 Spring Trek   No Spring Trek due to AIS National in Oregon  
 
2015 Fall Trek    Prescott Area Iris Society    Prescott, AZ 
 
2016 Spring Trek   San Fernando Valley Iris Society   Burbank, CA  
 
2016 Fall Trek   Lompoc Valley Iris Society  
 
2017 Spring Trek   Hi Desert Iris & Daylily Society  
 
2017 Fall Trek    Southern California Iris Society  
 
2018 Spring Trek  Sun Country Iris Society  
 
2018 Fall Trek    San Diego Iris Society  
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